Dear Parents and Carers,

Re: Exciting Building Work – New 4-Classroom Extension and Temporary Changes
I hope this letter finds you well. I am writing to share some very exciting news about Ashley High School and to ask for your support during a period of temporary changes.

What's Happening?
We are delighted to announce that building work will soon begin on a brand-new 4-classroom extension during the October half term. This is a fantastic development that will significantly improve our facilities and learning environment for all our pupils. Whilst this is wonderful news, the building work will bring some temporary changes to our daily routines, and we need your help to prepare the children and ensure everything runs as smoothly as possible.

What You Need to Know

Important Changes to Drop-Off and Pick-Up Arrangements
Due to the building work and health and safety requirements, parents and carers will no longer be able to use the school site or staff car park for any drop-offs or pick-ups. This applies to:
· Regular morning drop-offs and afternoon pick-ups
· Breakfast club drop-offs
· After-school club pick-ups

Why this change is necessary:
· The school yard will be at increased capacity at the beginning and end of the school day
· Staff parking has been reduced due to the building work
· The number of vehicles on site has increased significantly, and we can no longer safely accommodate parent/carer vehicles at any time
· This is essential for health and safety

What you need to do:

For regular drop-off and pick-up:
· Please drop off and collect your child outside the school premises
· Although school drop-off is usually at 8:50am, children are registered at 9:00am, so they can be dropped off just before 9am without receiving a late mark 
· Please try to avoid parking on Cawfield Avenue where possible, as it is a small road and parking there may cause traffic backups

For breakfast club and after-school club:
· Please park on Cawfield Avenue, being very careful not to block residents' driveways or entrances
· Walk down the school path to bring or collect your child

We know this isn't ideal, but the welfare of our staff and pupils is our absolute priority, and these measures are essential to keep everyone safe during the building work.

Changes to Break and Lunch Times
· Some areas of the school grounds will be out of bounds for safety reasons during the building work
· The school yard will need to be used for KS3 and KS4 at break and lunch times due to reduced outdoor space. We will be using rotas for yard use and pupils will have some breaks and lunches inside. There will still be availability for sensory breaks.
· Activities such as football will be limited for a while, as we need to keep everyone safe with the increased number of children in smaller spaces
· To keep the children engaged and occupied, we will be putting on alternative activities in classrooms during break times and, wherever possible, at lunch times too

Extra Noise
· There will be additional noise during the school day from the building work
· Please talk to your child about this so they know what to expect and understand it's temporary

Why Are These Changes Necessary?
All of these measures are in place to keep everyone – pupils, staff, and visitors – safe during the building work. The welfare of our pupils and staff is our absolute priority. We know these changes aren't ideal and may cause some inconvenience, but they are temporary and essential for everyone's safety.

How You Can Help
· Talk to your child about the changes, especially the extra noise and different break and lunch arrangements. Reassure them that these changes are temporary and for everyone's safety
· Prepare them for busier outdoor spaces and alternative indoor activities
· Follow the new drop-off and pick-up arrangements carefully, and make sure anyone else who may be collecting your child is aware of these changes
· Be patient and work with us as we improve the school for everyone

What We're Doing
We will be preparing all pupils in school for these changes as much as possible, so they know what to expect and feel supported throughout this period.

Next Steps
If you have any questions or concerns about the building work or the temporary changes, please don't hesitate to contact the school office.
Thank you so much for your understanding, patience, and cooperation during this exciting time for Ashley High School. We're looking forward to the wonderful new facilities this extension will bring for all our pupils.


Kind Regards





Key Reminders:
✓ No parent/carer vehicles allowed on the school site or staff car park at any time
✓ This applies to regular drop-off/pick-up AND breakfast/after-school club
✓ For breakfast/after-school club: park on Cawfield Avenue (avoiding blocking driveways) and walk down the school path
✓ Try to avoid parking on Cawfield Avenue for regular am and pm drop off/pick-ups  due to the narrow road
✓ Children can arrive at 9am without a late mark
✓ Talk to your child about the temporary changes
✓ Encourage and prepare your child for noise and routine changes.
✓ Alternative activities will be provided in classrooms during break and lunch times
✓ Some areas will be out of bounds and yard activities will change
✓ Look out for further updates as the project progresses.


If you have any urgent questions or need extra support during this period, please contact us directly.
Thank you for your cooperation!

